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Halsbury’s Laws is an authoritative statement of the law of England and Wales, annotated with 
references to legislation, leading case law, judicial interpretation and other major works. Quick and 
easy to use, the encyclopaedia offers convenient access to expert commentary on any area of law.  
 

 
 

Volume 
 

 

Arrangement… 
 

Frequency 

 

1-52 (4
th
 

series – brown 
cover)  
1- (5

th
 series – 

black cover) 

The law is divided into subject areas defined by a title. Titles appear on the 
spine and the volumes are arranged alphabetically by title.  
Title arrangement and volume numeration are not the same between4

th
 and 

5
th
 series.   

Irregular 

53 Consolidated Tables….legislation, practice directions & European materials Annual 

54 Consolidated Table of Cases  Annual 

55-57 Consolidated Index. An index of words & phrases appears to rear of vol. 57 Annual 

 Cumulative Supplement Parts 1 and 2 - updates the law in volumes 1-52. Annual 
 

Current 
Service  

Vol 1 - Noter-up service notes developments in the law since publication of 
the Cumulative Supplement. Vol 2 - Halsbury’s Laws Monthly Review, a 
monthly digest of recent legal developments. 

Monthly 

 

How do I use Halsbury’s Laws? 
 

 Choose keywords that define the problem you wish to research and look them up in the 
Consolidated Index.  All references lead you to a volume number (in bold) and a paragraph.    

 

 Occasionally using the indexes may lead you to an incorrect paragraph number because the 
volume has been reissued since the Index or Tables were published. Where this occurs, check 
the reissued volume’s own index or list of contents for the correct paragraph number. 

 

How do I update Halsbury’s Laws? 
 

 Note down the series, volume number and page reference of the paragraph you are updating.  
Look them up in the hardback Cumulative Supplement and then in the Noter-Up booklet. 
Volume numbers appear across the top of the page, page numbers down the side. Always 
check both supplement and noter-up, as there may be changes in both: one does not supersede 
the other.  

 

 You might also check the index to the Monthly Review for summaries of relevant cases or 
legislation.  

 
1. INDEX 

 
2. MAIN VOL & PARA (4th  SERIES) 
or MAIN VOL & PARA (5th SERIES) 

 
 

   3. CUMULATIVE SUPPLEMENT 
     4. NOTER-UP 

 
 

Important: from 2008 onwards, the brown-covered “4th series” of Halsbury’s Laws is being 
replaced by the black-covered 5th series.  You may need to consult volumes in one or both series 


