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Current Law is a comprehensive legal information service covering all case and statutory 
developments from 1947 – date. 
  

CURRENT LAW CASES 
 

 
Volume 
 

 
Arrangement…. 
 

Current Law Case Citator This part of the service consists of a number of 
index volumes listing both UK and Scottish 
cases in alphabetical order. They are published 
in the following sequence of volumes:1947-
1976,1977-1997,1998-2001,2002-2004, 2005- 

Current Law Yearbook The yearbooks date back to 1947 and contain 
brief details of all cases cited.  They are 
published annually. 

Current Law Monthly Digest This is a paperback volume of the service 
which updates the case citator index with 
cases reported in the current year. It contains a 
subject index in alphabetical order and 
cumulative table of cases. 

 
How do I use Current Law Cases? 
 

 
To find … 
 

 
Use the… 

The full name of a case and where it has been 
reported… 

Case Citator covering the year of the case if 
known, or the earliest Citator if unknown. This 
directs you to an abstract of the case in the 
relevant Year Book. Update using each 
subsequent Case Citator, and Year Book, in 
chronological order.  Complete the updating 
process using the cumulative table of cases in  
the most recent Monthly Digest. 

The judicial history of a case… 

Cases on a certain subject…  Year Books which lists contents by paragraph 
number under subject headings alphabetically. 
Some entries include summaries or digests of a 
case as well as references to articles. 

Recent cases both UK and Scottish… Latest Monthly Digest’s cumulative table of 
cases which includes a Scottish Cases Citator  

 
   

 Case Citator    Current Law Yearbook  Monthly Digest 
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Each Year Book provides a more detailed description of the brief status of a case given in the Case 
Citator.. See the table below for a description of each type of term used. 
 

Abbreviation Term Meaning 

Apld Applied The principal of law contained in a case is applied to a new case 
with similar facts 

Apprvd Approved  The facts of a case are considered good law by a higher court 

Consd Considered A later court refers to the facts of a previous case in a non 
specific manner 

Distd Distinguished The facts of a case are deemed materially different from those of 
a similar previous case 

Dbtd Doubted Doubt is cast on an earlier case without stating it is actually wrong 

Folld Followed The principle of law in a previous case is followed by a later court 

Overd Overruled A higher court decides that the decision in an earlier case was 
wrong and should no longer be followed. 

 

CURRENT LAW STATUTES 
 

 
Volume 
 

 
Arrangement…. 

Current Law Legislation 
Citator: Statute Citator 

Notes up Acts dating back to 1235.  Amendments, cases and 
subordinate legislation under an Act are listed from 1947.  They 
are arranged chronologically in chapter order and are published 
in the following sequence of volumes: 1947 – 1971; 1972 – 1988; 
1989 – 1995;1995 – 1999; 2000 – 2001; 2002 - 2004 

*Current Law Statutes 
Annotated 

Each bound volume incorporates the Public General Acts for the 
year in chronological order and by chapter and with annotations 
and commentary. This part of the service is published annually. 

Current Law Statutes: Service 
Files 

Volumes 1 and 2 update changes to the Public Acts since 
publication of the last bound volume and are updated monthly. 
 

 
How do I use Current Law Statutes? 
 

 
To find… 
 

 
Use the… 

A statute where the name and 
date of the Act is known… 
 

Current Law Statutes volume for the year then update using the 
Current Law Legislation Citator for each subseqent year then 
check the Current Law Statutes Service file for any recent 
changes. 

Amendments to sections of a 
statute or the date an Act 
came into force… 
 

Current Law Legislation Citator for the year of the Act and for 
each subsequent year then update with the relevant section of the 
Current Law Statutes Service file. 

Commencement orders and 
statutory instruments… 

Cases brought under a section 
of an Act… 

Current Law Legislation Citator for the year of the Act and for 
each subsequent year  then update the case using the cumulative 
table of cases in the most recent Current Law Monthly Digest. 

*Current Law Statutes since 1994. 


