
Researching Your 
Dissertation 

Someone 

help me!



Your dissertation project ïan overview of the different stages

ÅFind a topic, agree it with a supervisor and formulate it into a research 

proposal; carry out a preliminary search of the literature

ÅDecide how you are going to carry out your research ïby primary 

research (interviews, questionnaires, etc.) or by carrying out your 

research on the literature in the given area

ÅOnce decided upon your methodology, carry out the research (always 

having due regard for ethical considerations)

ÅWrite up your findings, providing analysis and conclusions



What we will cover today

ÅChoosing a topic

ÅPlanning your research and 

writing; managing your time

ÅFinding potential sources

ÅUnderstanding how to present 

your work

ÅRefWorks : how it can help you 

with your references and 

bibliography



What kind of topic should you choose?  

ÅSomething which interests you!

ÅThe topic should be substantial enough for a Masters level 

dissertation....

Å....but not something which is far too big for the time allotted!

ÅIt should be a new piece of research

ÅIt must conform to the requirements in your Programme Handbook



How do I choose a 

topic? 



Top tips for choosing a dissertation topic

ÅWriting Law Dissertations (Salter & 

Mason) contains some ideas as to how 

to find a topic

ÅThink what you have studied so far on 

your course ïinteresting or 

controversial areas?  

ÅAre there any interesting issues in the 

news which might spark an idea?

ÅIf you canôt think of a topic, or need help 

in formulating your research question, 

seek guidance from a supervisor.



Developing your idea: mind-mapping 

ÅMind-mapping techniques can be 

useful for planning the avenues that 

your research will take

ÅMind-mapping can help you to map 

out the structure of your dissertation

ÅInspiration software is available on 

student computers (available in 

Programs under óIô)



Inspiration software



Managing your time

ÅCreate a week-by-week plan/ timeline

ÅMake (and adhere to!) appointments with your supervisor

ÅWhen planning your dissertation project, set yourself some hard 

personal deadlines and stick to them!

ÅRemember that things often donôt go according to plan: build in some 

time for contingencies



Gantt chart

1/6/10 11/6/10 21/6/10 1/7/10 11/7/10 21/7/10

Literature review

Send out questionnaires

Carry out interviews

Write up results

Carry out statistical analysis



What is a literature review?

ÅComprehensive and systematic review of published material on a 

particular topic or subject of interest

ÅContains data, ideas and evidence that are interpreted and evaluated

to support your research proposal, aims and chosen methodologies 



Information comes in all shapes and sizesé



Sources

ÅKey materials required for any legal research would be: 

Åcase law

Ålegislation

Åjournal articles 

Åbooks

ébut where do we get these from?



Fee vs Free

Fee

The University subscribes to a number of academic resources for your 

subject

vs

Free

Lots of information on the web ïjust think about the information  in 

articles you find



What paid-for e-resources do we have at City?

ÅLexisLibrary

ÅWestlaw

ÅHeinOnline

Åi-law

ÅPLC

é.access via 

Lawbore Pro, 
www.lawborepro.net



Free stuff

ñéBut everythingôs on the 

web for free isnôt it?ò





Databases rock!


